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Letter from the Desk of the Director 

Dear Friends, Partners and Activists in ending leprosy,

It brings me great pleasure to present to you, another successful year at AIFO, As we grow and
evolve , we continue to be inspired everyday by our Mentor Raoul Follereau and his vision of a
‘leprosy free world’. 
          In 2014-15, our strategy of approaching 'leprosy elimination' in an integrated manner bore
rewarding results. Today, AIFO in partnership with the National Leprosy Eradication Programme has
extended its activities to all the state of North East India. Our efforts have helped several of rural
and remote communities re-imagine a future that is free from stigma and discrimination and filled
with hope and optimism.
.          In 2014, AIFO also set its focus on ‘spreading awareness around leprosy, and the complex
challenges around the disease. In that context, we saw the first ever coming together of persons
affected by leprosy and their families in a ‘Celebration of Healing’, commemorating World Leprosy
Day along with volunteers and others. This interaction was an inspiration for all, and proof that
stigma and discrimination can be easily overcome.
         Through our Community Based Rehabilitation model, we have been able to reach out to over
63,000 people directly coming from backgrounds of disease, poverty and vulnerability from across
rural and remote parts of India. Our CBR work has been instrumental in mainstreaming persons
living with disability. AIFO has also played a key role in ensuring that persons with disability know
their rights and entitlements and through our expertise we have participated in the drafting of the
National Bill for persons affected by Disability.Recognizing our commitment to transparency and
accountability we received accreditation by Credibility Alliance – A National voluntary body aimed
at bringing accountability into the social sector.  We aim to continue improving our reporting and
ensure that we deliver only our best to our partners, beneficiaries and donors. We are also grateful
to Nasscom Foundation and Cognizant for empowering and connecting us with technology
               We are very grateful to our partners, donors, supporters and well-wishers who have
supported us as we scale and deepen our impact.  In our journey, we are very grateful for the
continuous support of our ‘friends’ in Italy who believe in us and support us every step of their way.
We are very grateful to be part of such a noble network that is steeped in compassion and service for
mankind. Our gratitude extends to the AIFO headquarters in Bologna, Italy which has been
instrumental in supporting our operations. We are also thankful to the Central Leprosy Division,
Government of India, State Leprosy Officers, ILEP, World Health Organization. We thank our field
partners, programmer managers and volunteers who work tirelessly to make each day count.

 Thank you for joining in this journey.

Sincerely



Our Impact 

In 2014 we directly impacted 63,460 lives of persons coming from backgrounds of leprosy,
disability and vulnerability. We did this through our network of 17 trusted partners across 10 states
of India

12597 new cases of persons affected by leprosy were detected and treated through our programs.
According to the latest available data from the World Health Organization {WHO}, India accounted
for over 1,26,900 New cases of leprosy in 2014 out of a worldwide. Nearly 10% of all these cases
were among children under the age of 15 years

64 reconstructive surgeries were performed for persons suffering from leprosy related deformity
and disability and 4759 persons suffering from leprosy related ulcers and wounds received
treatment, care and knowledge on self-care across rural and remote areas.  
124 persons received surgical operations for cleft lip and palate, club foot and other disabilities.

6018 children coming from families with persons affected by leprosy or suffering from different
types of disability were provided access to formal education which was formerly denied to them.

2563 self-helpgroups, including 1791 Disabled Persons Organization (DPO’s) were supported
comprising a total of 26483 members of which over 12939 were persons with disabilities

6722 people were provided with livelihood training (sewing, tailoring, financial management)
7339 persons received physiotherapy
1667 persons received crutches, wheelchairs and medical aids
15322 people received training and support for self-care
669 micro loans were given to rural entrepreneurs with over 430 of them towards women
entrepreneurs.
872 adults and young people were provided access to basic reading and adult education
programmers.

MISSION AND VISION
Our vision is to enable opportunities for persons affected by leprosy, persons with disability,
women children and persons coming from vulnerable and marginalized communities to lead better
quality of life.

WHAT WE DO
We have directly impacted over 1,50,000 people over the 18 years of our operations working with
17 grassroots organizations across 10 states through leprosy control activities and Community
Based Rehabilitation projects 



Leprosy continues to be the core work of our work. India carries half the global leprosy burden and
anew case is diagnosed every five minutes. AIFO India has been taking up the rights of people
affected by leprosy particularly, those on issues of stigma, discrimination and rights. Integrating
our Medical Approach with a Community Based Rehabilitation Approach we have been active in
integrating persons affected by leprosy and their families / communities into the mainstream.
Working in partnership with State Leprosy Associations in numerous states, we have been at the
forefront of providing technical support, capacity and helping to link organizations to state
administrations and access social welfare schemes.
In 2014, AIFO’s leprosy control activities extended to 19 projects covering a population of
15,44,71,560. In 2014 alone, through our intervention over 12,597 cases were detected
(MB7164,PB5433) of which an alarming 1034 cases were among children.
Our activities in leprosy control were focused on deepening the impact of the General Health Care
system. In that context, 193 health care personnel benefited from technical training workshops
enabling them to strengthen leprosy control activities. 64 persons suffering from leprosy related
deformity / disability received vital Reconstructive surgery enabling them to regain their mobility
and dignity.

Leprosy 
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Below : Dr.Manimozhi, Head AIFO NLEP conducting a health camp

in Ri bhoi, interior Assam



Our rehabilitation program, focusedon persons with leprosy related disability benefitted over
1361 people. Through our medical rehabilitation programmer 43,778 were directly impacted. A
total of 10,975 people received self-care support,7339 people received physiotherapy support,
747 received care for neuritis and reactions, 275 people received aides and appliances for
disability, 3650 persons received special MCR footwear.
To strengthen the impact of our leprosy control work, AIFO India also works on ensuring the
socio – economic rehabilitation of persons affected by leprosy, their families and community.
In 2014, 2363 persons received financial support in aid of livelihood or enterprise development.
Further 56 people received housing support and 1831 people received educational support.
Counselling and psychological support was extended to over 3052 persons coming from the
communities we serve. AIFO India’s work has been recognized by the State Government of
Assam as well as the National Leprosy Eradication Program 



Above : Dr.Mani addressing medical students at Karnool Medical

College after conducting a workshop. 

Above : Persons affected by Leprosy related deformity of the hand,

post their successful reconstructive surgery. 



Indira, the fighter
An Inspiring Life Story 

Indira is an 18-year-old your woman hailing from Lakhimpur district, Assam belonging to a
family of migrant laborers who live below the poverty line. Nearly six years ago, she was
diagnosed with leprosy as was her father and she over began a course of MDT treatment that
would last for a period of two years.  During that time, she developed a deformity of her nose.
 It was at this time that AIFO Intervened and provided her access to the best medical care and
was brought to Kolkata for treatment. Despite developing ENL complications three times, with
AIFOs medical support she overcame her challenge and her appearance was restored. In June
2015, a little over a year after her surgery she got married and has not settled down with her
new family in Arunachal Pradesh.
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Community Based Inclusive Development Programs 

AIFO India has been at the forefront of promoting community based inclusive development with a
multi sectoral strategy, across all our partners and networks. Our CBR programs include education
and livelihood initiatives for persons suffering from leprosy and related disability and support to
disabled person’s organizations and self-help groups comprising persons from marginalized
backgrounds particularly women.

Over the past year we have continued to strengthen our partnerships and the capacities of our
partners. Over 5244 persons who are visually impaired were supported through provision of
treatment, counselling and access to opportunity. 8499 persons with hearing and speech
impairments received support and 1663 persons with mental illness received access to medical
care.
Through our health camps and awareness programs 2186 new cases of disabled persons were
identified. An encouraging 1791 Self Help Groups comprising disabled persons received financial
and technical support. These groups comprised a total of 12939 disabled persons.
Our advocacy efforts focus on ensuring that persons with leprosy, related disability and persons
living with disability have full knowledge about their rights and entitlements. To that extent we
have strengthened our networks of 34 DPO’s in Karnataka comprising 5000 persons.
We use numerous methods to engage with our partners in the most impactful way. Through street
theatre workshops we have been able to spread the message on leprosy and disability in
Kolhapur, AP.
By engaging volunteers from across India and the world in our projects, we have been able to tap
into the new and innovative ideas to revitalize and impact our projects. 



Veronica Pohtam, from Dosdewa, Karimganj district Assam, shares her inspiring story of
triumph and tribulation. Today, this 24-year-old has beaten the odds and is in her third year
as a nursing student.
Veronica was born in Dosdewa a rural village in Karimganj district Assam, to parents
belonging to the Kasi tribal community. Her family is poor relying primarily on agriculture and
seasonal labour for their livelihood. At the tender age of five, she lost her mother, who died
during childbirth. Since the Kasi tribal community are matrilineal she was sent to live her with
grandmother. Her late mother’s extended family also lent their support on occasion to
Veronica’s care. At the age of seven, she was finally enrolled in school. Veronica was a good
student, hardworking and diligent – values that would someday be critical to her success. She
successfully completed her tenth standard Board examination (State secondary certificate) and
moved to Silchar for her college education. However, she was overwhelmed by the academics
and her new surroundings and so she dropped out after grade 11. For over a year she stayed at
home, contemplating what she wanted to do. AIFO India’s partner in Karimganj, Assam – Seva
Kendra, stepped in and encouraged her to continue her education. By providing her the right
balance of academic counselling and encouragement, she found the strength to return to her
education and completed her Pre university with a first class in the science stream.



oday with the support of AIFO, she is pursuing a career in nursing. Enrolled in the prestigious
NIMHANS institute, she is in her third year of her college degree. She is doing well academically,
and her diligence and hard work have proven vital to coping with the rigour of her academic
program.
When asked about what her biggest challenge is – she said “I did not know what to do with my
life. I had no guidance, since I am the first person in my family to complete grade 10. I am
grateful for the support of AIFO India, Seva Kendra and the staff for motivating and encouraging
me to complete my education. I am where I am today, because of the incredible support of Dr.
Jose, Director AIFO and his team.” 

Above  A typical house from Veronica's home town 







Achievements and Events 

Accreditation by Credibility Alliance
Credibility Alliance is a consortium of Voluntary Organizations (VOs) committed towards
enhancing Accountability and Transparency in the Voluntary Sector through good Governance.
Credibility Alliance is akin to a professional body that set Norms or Standards of Governance.
These Norms operate on the principle of self-regulation that respects the autonomy and seeks to
preserve the spirit of innovation in the Voluntary Sector. 



Celebration of Healing – World Leprosy Day, January 17th 2014.

AIFO India is hosting an initiative ‘Kushtaroga Vimuktara Kudumba Samellana’(
ಕ◌ುಷ◌್ಟರ◌ೋಗ  ವ◌ಿಮ◌ುಕ◌್ತರ ಕ◌ುಟ◌ು◌ಂಬ ಸಮ◌್ಮ◌ೇಳನ  ) – A ‘Celebration of Healing’
for persons affected by leprosy or disability and their families on January 17th at the institute of
World Culture, Basvangudi, Bangalore. The event brought together over 100 families comprising
persons who have recovered from leprosy and their families along close to 100 volunteers and
supporters. Inaugurated by Former Chief Justice of India Santosh Hegde, participants shared
heartening stories of their journey to recovery. 



Volunteer Testimonial 

Different culture, people and habit in India. As
the one who came from the outside of this
country, everything is new and leaning. But
when I got to the village where AIFO is
working, I was surrounded by the familiar and
comfortable atmosphere. People are here for
people and what they do purely contribute to
their good and their society.

 Miho Inhoe , Volunteer

from Sakra World

Hospital



International Media 

AIFO India's work was featured in the huffington post in January 2015
highlighting their efforts in the area of leprosy control and eradication across
India. 
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Glossary of Terms
CSO- Civil Society Organization
ILEP – International Federation of Anti Leprosy associations. ILEP comprises ten
members
MB – Multi Bacillary leprosy
MCR – Micro Cellular Rubber Footwear. Rubber sheet used for insole in the footwear of
leprosy affected persons with anesthesia or deformity in the foot.
MDT – Mult Drug Therapy
NGO- Non Governmental Organizations
NLEP – National leprosy Eradication Program
PHC- Primary Healthcare Centre. The main healthy facility in rural areas covering a
population of 25,0000 to 1,00,000 and responsible for implementing curative and
preventive services in designated populations
RCS- Reconstructive Surgery
WHO – World Health Organizations
Accounting related Terms
FCRA- Foreign contribution regulations Act
INR- Indian Rupees











Join Us 
www.aifoindia.org
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